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A country music showdown for emerging
artists

It’s time to warm up those vocal cords and tune those guitars, with entries for this year’s Royal
Queensland Show (Ekka) Country Music Showdown Competition presented by Ringers Western now
open.

The competition offers a $10,000 prize pool and has helped launch the careers of Queensland’s up and
coming country artists for the past five years. Last year’s junior winner Blake O’Connor is set to release

his self-titled EP later this year and has just finished touring Australia with country music couple Brooke

McClymont and Adam Eckersley on their Highway Sky Tour.

Ekka visitors will get a glimpse of the young artists at this year’s show, performing in a true live music
experience at the XXXX Stockmen’s Bar and Girill, supported by South West band.

Contestants will be offered more than just the chance to perform in front of a live crowd — they’ll also be
in the running to share in the showdown’s $10,000 prize pool. Top prizes include a Taramalin Sound
Package and $2,000 cash prize for competitors in the open category (17 years and older) and Troy
Cassar-Daly scholarship to the Tamworth Academy of Country Music 2019 for those in the junior
competition (12 to 16 years).

This year’s competition will be MC’d by Australian country music star Brooke Schubert, who was a
contestant on the popular television show The Voice 2017 and will be performing on the Stockmen’s
stage throughout Ekka.

RNA Chief Executive Brendan Christou said the Ekka was about celebrating all that our state had to
offer and encouraging development and growth throughout all industries, including the arts.

“The Ekka competition has unearthed fantastic talent and allows people to experience all that country
music has to offer,” he said.

“It also provides emerging artists with a chance to be heard and it wouldn’t be the Ekka without country
music.”

Ekka visitors can check out the competition on the last Saturday of show (18 August) between 10.30am
and 6pm.

Think you’ve got what it takes to get your name in the Nashville lights? Then enter now at
https://www.ekka.com.au/competitions/entertainment
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Don’t forget to follow us on social media #ekka
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For more information please contact the Ekka Media Unit:

Veronica Carew Nicole Clifton

General Manager Communications Media and Communications Officer
Ph: 07 3253 3930/ 0408 323 631 Ph: 07 3253 3931/ 0417 451 775
Email: vcarew@rna.org.au Email: nclifton@rna.org.au
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